
Damage from corn earworm costs growers an estimated 
2.5 percent of their yield per year.1 To effectively manage 

corn earworm, growers 
should monitor corn 
earworm activity in their 
fields at both the larval 
and adult stages. Just 
three damaged kernels 
per ear can equal one 
bushel lost per acre.

Life cycle
Each year, multiple generations of corn earworm live in 
the South. Corn earworm moths migrate north on the 
winds of storms from southern states and, as a result, two 
generations typically live in the Midwest. The moths lay 
eggs in corn crops, and the first generation of larvae feeds 
on the whorl of corn with minimal damage. However, the 
next generation of moths lays eggs on the corn silks. These 
second generation larvae travel down the corn silks within 
one hour of hatching and, from there, feed on corn kernels 
for most of the larval stage.

Scouting steps
In early spring, growers should estimate potential corn 
earworm damage by using pheromone traps to capture adult 
moths that are entering the fields to lay eggs. Growers 
can go to insectforecast.com for corn earworm migration 

reports for specific areas. At insectforecast.com, growers 
can sign up for alerts to keep them armed with the latest 
information.

Later in the season, growers should monitor fields for 
damage from larvae by evaluating corn ears. Agronomists 
recommend the following non-destructive steps to evaluate 
larval damage while keeping the ears intact:

1.	 When silks appear, lightly pull on the silks. If the silks 
have resistance, the silks are intact and no corn earworm 
damage has occurred.

2.	 If silks are not intact and can be pulled, continue to pull 
using slight pressure until the silks pull out. 

3.	 If corn earworm larvae are present, the corn silks will 
show signs of feeding where they were cut and corn 
earworm and/or ear damage will be present.

Management 
Genuity® VT Double PRO® RIB Complete® corn blend 
provides growers with two modes of action for above ground 
insect protection, which can improve grain quality and 
increase yield potential.

Go to insectforecast.com for 
more information about the risk of corn earworm.

For more information,  
visit genuity.com

Monsanto Company is a member of Excellence Through Stewardship® (ETS). Monsanto products are commercialized in accordance with ETS Product Launch Stewardship Guidance, and in compliance with 
Monsanto’s Policy for Commercialization of Biotechnology-Derived Plant Products in Commodity Crops. Commercialized products have been approved for import into key export markets with functioning regulatory 
systems. Any crop or material produced from this product can only be exported to, or used, processed or sold in countries where all necessary regulatory approvals have been granted. It is a violation of national and 
international law to move material containing biotech traits across boundaries into nations where import is not permitted. Growers should talk to their grain handler or product purchaser to confirm their buying position 
for this product. Excellence Through Stewardship® is a registered trademark of Biotechnology Industry Organization.

B.t. products may not yet be registered in all states. Check with your Monsanto representative for the registration status in your state.

IMPORTANT IRM INFORMATION: Genuity® RIB Complete® corn blend products do not require the planting of a structured refuge except in the Cotton-Growing Area where corn earworm is a significant pest. See the 
IRM/Grower Guide for additional information. Always read and follow IRM requirements.

Individual results may vary, and performance may vary from location to location and from year to year. This result may not be an indicator of results you may obtain as local growing, soil and weather conditions may 
vary. Growers should evaluate data from multiple locations and years whenever possible.

ALWAYS READ AND FOLLOW PESTICIDE LABEL DIRECTIONS. Roundup Ready® crops contain genes that confer tolerance to glyphosate, the active ingredient in Roundup® brand agricultural herbicides. Roundup® 
brand agricultural herbicides will kill crops that are not tolerant to glyphosate. Genuity Design®, Genuity Icons, Genuity®, RIB Complete and Design®, RIB Complete®, Roundup Ready 2 Technology and Design®, Roundup 
Ready®, Roundup® and VT Double PRO® are trademarks of Monsanto Technology LLC. LibertyLink and the Water Droplet Design® and LibertyLink® are registered trademarks of Bayer. Respect the Refuge and Corn 
Design® and Respect the Refuge® are registered trademarks of National Corn Growers Association. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners. ©2014 Monsanto Company. 32306 3J8L149941

Corn Earworm

When there is no CEW damage present, 
corn silks CANNOT be pulled out easily.

Corn silks can be pulled out easily when they 
have been cut or damaged by corn earworm.

Step 1

Step 2

A corn ear with cut silks and CEW feeding damage.

Step 3
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